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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER §1.97 

Sir : 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant (s) 
wish to call the following documents (a copy of the non-US 
Patent documents are enclosed) to the attention of the 
Examiner. At a minimum, this Information Disclosure Statement 
should be placed in the file pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (i) . 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


1) 


2004/0098609 


5/20/04 


Bracewell et al . 



FOREIGN DOCUMENTS 





DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


1) 


JP 2004173285 


06/17/04 


Japan 


2) 


Patent Abstracts of Japan for 
JP 2004173285 


06/17/04 


Japan 




Appl. No. 10/040,270 
IDS dated July 30, 2007 

Reply to Notice of Allowance dated May 8, 2007 

A PTO form 1449 listing these documents is enclosed. 
Document JP 2004173285 was originally cited by the USPTO in a 
related U.S. patent application. The USPTO did not provide 
Applicants with a translation for JP 2004173285 and Applicants 
do not have a translation of the document. To determine the 
relevance, the enclosed copy of the Patent Abstracts of Japan 
was obtained. This document provides the relevance as known by 
Applicants . 

Applicants note that the original Japanese document JP 
2004173285 appears to claim priority on U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 10/459,863. The U.S. Patent Application Publication 
No. 2004/0098609 that corresponds to this serial number is also 
cited on the PTO form 144 9. A comparison of the Patent 
Abstracts of Japan and the abstract of the U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2004/0098609 shows that they 
include the same information. 

Citation of the above documents shall not be construed as: 
1. an admission that the documents are necessarily 

prior art with respect to the instant invention; 



other than as described above; or 

3. an admission that the information cited herein 
is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as 
defined in § 1 . 56 (b) . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees 
required for consideration of this Information Disclosure 
Statement, and to credit any overpayment of fees to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0553. 



2 . 



a representation that a search has been made, 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



Respectfully submitted, 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O.Box 1450, Alexandria, VA223 13-1450, on July 30, 2007. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line 
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to applicant (s) . 



